COLLECTION AND DISCHARGE OF THE ZAKAT

the 'ashir are as follows: The 'aishirs are entitled to collect
the zakat of both apparent and non-apparent property
which comes under their jurisdiction, although they are
primarily appointed to collect the zakat of non-apparent
property and the tolls imposed on the non-Moslem traders.
The jurisdiction of the 'ashirs as regards the zakat of
non-apparent property (which is normally outside of gov-
ernmental jurisdiction), is based on the fiction, already re-
ferred to, that non-apparent property becomes apparent
property when it is taken outside of the cities into the
country where it is exposed to the danger of robbers and
hence needs the protection of the state; which in consid-
eration for the protection it affords acquires the right itself
to collect the zakat. Al-Sarakhsi x observes that this (fic-
tion) holds even more truly as regards the non-Moslems
because they are more exposed to the danger of robbers.

The 'ashirs, therefore, in reckoning up the nisab, have no
right to count non-apparent property that the traders may
happen to possess elsewhere, but may count the property in
question only when the owners have it with them. They
may, however, count apparent property found elsewhere,
because apparent property remains such, no matter where
situated.2

In accordance with the hadlth of the calif Omar already
referred to, the rates are two and one-half per cent for the
Moslems, but five per cent for the dhimmis, owing to the
fact that they need protection from robbers more than the
Moslems. Unlike the Moslems, who must pay the zakat of
their trade articles whether or not they pass an 'ashir, the
dhimmis are subject to this toll of five per cent only in so
far as they come under the jurisdiction of an 'ashir by
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